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Websites:

http://www.frankbwildersoniii.com/
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Education

PhD, University of California, Berkeley, 2004.

Department of Rhetoric/Film Program

Dissertation Title: Settler, Savage, Slave: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms
Chair: Berry, Chris
MA, University of California, Berkeley, 2002.

Major: Department of Rhetoric/Film Program

Advisor: Berry, Chris
MFA, Columbia University, 1991.

Major: Fiction Writing

Dissertation Title: When the World Was October
Advisor: Gordon, Mary
A.B., Dartmouth College, 1980.

Major: Government

Minor: Philosophy

Advisor: Pinderhughes, Dianne
Professional Positions

Chairperson, African American Studies Department (July 1, 2018—Present)

Director, Culture and Theory PhD Program (July 1, 2016 - January, 2019).

Professor, African American Studies, UC Irvine (2014-2016).

Professor, Drama, UC Irvine (2014-2016).

Professor, African American Studies, UC Irvine (2011-2013).

Professor, Drama, UC Irvine (2011-2013).

Associate Professor, African American Studies, UC Irvine (2009-2011).

Associate Professor, Drama, UC Irvine (2009-2011).

Assistant Professor, African American Studies, UC Irvine (2005-2009).

Assistant Professor, Drama, UC Irvine (2005-2009).

Visiting Professor, University of California, Davis. Performance Studies Program in the Department of Theatre and Dance. (April 1, 2010 - June 30, 2010).

Taught a graduate seminar and an undergraduate class in political theory and film theory.

Instructor, De Anza College, English Department. (January 1, 2005 - June 30, 2005).

2005.

Instructor, College of Alameda, English Department. (September 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005).

Taught English Literature and Composition Courses

Director, Writer, Obsidian Productions. (January 1, 2004 - April 11, 2005).

Wrote, directed and shot the film Reparations…Now, a documentary in production, captures the terror of unnamable loss shouldered by today's descendants of slaves. It is predicated on the notion that slavery did not end in 1865; instead, the United States simply made adjustments to the force of Black resistance without diminishing the centrality of Black captivity to the stability and coherence of civil society. The poetic argument of the film is that, even in the 21st century, the coherence of the world is still contingent upon by the necessity of Black enslavement

Lecturer, University of California, Oakes College. (September 1, 2001 - June 30, 2002).

Taught literature courses

Instructor, Cabrillo College,  English Department. (January 1, 1998 - December 30, 1999).

Taught English Literature and Composition Courses

Creative Writing Instructor, Various. (January 1, 1987 - September 1, 1997).

San Quentin Prison, Spring/Fall 1999. University of California, Los Angeles, Summer 1997. University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, Spring 1992. The Loft, Minneapolis, 1987 and 1988. Taught as a Freelancer 1987/89.

Creative Dramaturge, The Market Theatre. (January 1, 1996 - June 30, 1996).

Worked as the creative dramaturge for the Colored Museum.

Lecturer, Khanya College. (July 1, 1995 - June 30, 1996).

An NGO and post-secondary college accredited through Indiana University

Taught African literature.

I am not sure when, in 1996, it ended. I was an adjunct

Lecturer, Vista University, English Department. (July 1, 1993 - June 30, 1995).

Taught European and African Literature as well as creative writing courses

Educational Materials Coordinator and Trainer, Khanya College Civics/Trade Union Training Program. (July 1, 1992 - June 30, 1993).

Wrote training materials for and facilitated workshops for Civic leaders from the Black townships surrounding Johannesburg. Topics:  strategic planning; civil society; politics; office work and division of labor; and writing.

Junior Lecturer, University of the Witwatersrand, Comparative Literature. (January 1, 1992 - June 30, 1992).

Taught a graduate seminar titled Intellectuals and the State

Institutional Dramaturge, Lincoln Center Theater, (July 1, 1990 - October 30, 1990).

Worked on Mule Bone and Township Fever

Publications

Books Authored

     (2020). Afropessimism. NYC: Liveright | W. W. Norton & Co.

	
	(2016). Sideways between Stories. Berkeley/California, United States: Commune Editions. http://communeeditions.com/.


(2015 [2008]). Incognegro: A Memoir of Exile and Apartheid. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
 (2010). Red, White & Black: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
Audio Book

     (In-press: 2019). Afropessimism. Prince Frederick, ND: Recorded Books an imprint of RBMedia.
Book Chapters, Peer-Reviewed

	
	(In-press). “Staying Ready for Black Study.” Frank B. Wilderson III and Tiffany Lethabo King. Otherwise Worlds: Settler Colonialism and Anti-Blackness. Duke University Press.

(In-press). “Incommensurabilities: The Limits of Redress, Intramural Indemnity, and Extramural Auditorship.” Frank B. Wilderson III and Cecilio Cooper. In eds. Lynette Hunter et al, “Co-presence with the Camera.” Performance Matters.

(2018). [Radio interview: not Peer-Reviewed] “The Master Slave Relation.” Frank B. Wilderson III interviewed by C. S. Soong.  In Sheila Heti (ed), The Best American Nonrequired Reading 2018. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

(2018). [Radio interview: not Peer-Reviewed] “‘We’re Trying to Destroy the World’: Anti-Blackness and Police Violence After Ferguson.” In eds. Gržinić, Marina, Stojnić, Aneta. Shifting Corporealities in Contemporary Performance: Danger, Im/mobility and Politics. Palgrave Macmillan.
(2016). Doing Time in the (Psychic) Commons: Black Insurgency and the Unconscious.” (Ch. Chapter 5). Time, Temporality and Violence in International Relations: (De) Fatalizing the Present, Forging Radical Alternatives (Interventions) (pp. 256). London, UK: Routledge. ISBN-10: 0415712718. (Anna M. Agathangelou (Editor), Kyle Killian (Editor)). https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415712712.


	
	(2016). “Afro-Pessimism and Friendship in South Africa: An Interview with Frank Wilderson III” conducted by Shannon Walsh. Ties that Bind Race and the Politics of Friendship in South Africa. Braamfontein, Johannesburg, South Africa: Wits University Press. 978-1-86814-970-4.


	
	(2014). “Broeck’s Break: Deterritorializing the Discipline.” In eds. Karin Esders, Insa Härtel, Carsten Junker. Plotting against Modernity: Critical Interventions in Race and Gender. Ulrike Helmer Verlag press.


	
	(2014). “The Black Liberation Army and the Paradox of Political Engagement.” In Broeck, D. S., PhD, Junker, D. C., PhD (Eds.) Postcoloniality – Decoloniality – Black Critique: Joints and Fissures.
(2013). “‘Raw Life’ and the Ruse of Empathy.” In eds.  Peter Lichtenfels and John Rouse, Performance Politics and Activism: Scales of Production (Palgrave Anthology).

(2008). “Biko and the Problematics of Presence.” Biko Lives: Contestations & Conversations. Amanda Alexander, Nigel Gibson & Andile Mngxitama, eds. Palgrave Macmillan.


Journal Articles, Peer-Reviewed

	
	( 2018). “Afropessimism.” Frank B. Wilderson, Selamawit D. Terrefe, and Patrice Douglass,  Oxford Bibliographies. https://vpn.uci.edu/+CSCO+1h75676763663A2F2F6A6A6A2E626B736265716F766F79766274656E63757672662E70627A++/view/document/obo-9780190280024/obo-9780190280024-0056.xml?rskey=wJ9wyL&result=1&q=wilderson#firstMatch
(2017). “Reciprocity and Rape: Blackness and the Paradox of Sexual Violence.” Women and Performance: a journal of feminist theory. Volume 27, Issue 1: Sentiment & Sentience: Black Performance Since Scenes of Subjection.

(2107). “Red, Black, and Blue: The National Museum of African American History and Culture, and the National Museum of the American Indian.” Frank B. Wilderson III and Huey Copeland. Artforum September 2017, VOL. 56, NO. 1.
(2016). “‘The Inside-Outside of Civil Society’: An Interview with Frank B. Wilderson, III” conducted by Samira Spatzek and Paula von Gleich. Black Studies Papers, 2(1). Bremen, Germany: University of Bremen, Germany. ISSN 2198-7920. http://www.bsp.uni-bremen.de/?page_id=522.

(2016). “Staging (Within) Violence:  A Conversation with Frank Wilderson and Jaye Austin Williams.” Rhizomes: Cultural Studies in Emerging Knowledge(Issue 29). Bowling Green. OH: Bowling Green State University http://www.rhizomes.net/issue29/wilderson/index.html. 


	
	(2015). “Social Death and Narrative Aporia in 12 Years a Slave.” Black Camera, Fugitivity and the Filmic Imagination ed., 7(1). Bloomington, IN, USA: Indiana University.


	
	(2014). “The Black in the Cul-de-Sac: Afro-Pessimism as the Crisis of Critical Theory.” Journal of Contemporary Thought, . No. 39(Summer 2014). Baroda, India.: Center for Theory.


	
	(2013). “The Violence of Presence: Metaphysics in a Blackened World.” Frank B. Wilderson III & Patrice Douglass. In  The Black Scholar, Special Issue:  "The Role of Black Philosophy". Seattle, Washington: University of Washington.


	
	(2011). “The Vengeance of Vertigo: Aphasia and Abjection in the Political Trials of Black Insurgents.” InTensions. Toronto: York University Press. Vol, Fall 2011 (online journal: http://www.yorku.ca/intent/issue5/articles/frankbwildersoniii.php).

(2009). 
“Grammar & Ghosts: The Performative Limits of African Freedom.” Theatre Survey, 50:1
(2004). 
“The Prison Slave as Hegemony’s (Silent) Scandal.” Social Justice, Vol.3, No. 2

(2003). 
“Gramsci’s Black Marx: Whither the Slave in Civil Society?” Social Identities, Vol.9, No. 2.

(1996). 
"The Makgoba Affair: Semiotics of a Prelates' War", Debate, Vol. 1, No.1.

(1995). 
“‘Niggas are a Whole New Gadget’: African American Dissonance and Engagement in the ‘New’ South Africa.” Les Temps Modernes, Vol. 50, No. 585.

(1995).
“Curriculum Reconstruction and its Implications for Meeting the ANC’s Reconstruction and Development Program Human Resource Needs.” Perspectives in Education: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Research, Vol. 16, No.1.


Creative Literature

	
	(2015). “Vista Segment: 34 Pages Cut from Incognegro: A Memoir of Exile and Apartheid.” In Volta September 2015(Issue 57). Tucson, Arizona: (This is not fiction, but a memoir selection. It was cut from Incognegro (in 2008) before the book was published.). www.thevolta.org/ewc-mainpage.html.


	
	(2013). Law Abiding In, Stand Our Ground: Poems for Trayvon Martin & Marissa Alexander. Philadelphia, PA, USA: Freedom Seed Press. 

	
	 (2011/2012). The Tribunal. In Ishmael Reed (Ed.), Konch Literary Magazine, Fall/Winter 2011/2012.

(2002). 
“Incognegro.” (Memoir excerpt). Konch. Ishmael Reed, ed. http://www.ishmaelreedpub.com/

(1991).
“When the World Was October.” (Novel excerpt.)  Callaloo, Vol. 14, No.1.

(1990). “When the World Was October.” (Novel excerpt). Obsidian II, Vol. 5, No. 1.

(1990). “Soweto.” Paris Transcontinental.

(19880.
“The Ramadan Wars.” (Novel excerpt). Obsidian II, Vol. 3, No.1.)

(1981). “Glass Torpedo.” (Fiction). The Yardbird Press Anthology, Ishmael Reed, ed.


Magazine Articles

	
	(2020) “Color Theory.:  Excerpt from Afropessimism. Harper’s magazine, April 9th, 2020.

(2016). “Afro-Pessimism and the End of Redemption.” The Occupied Times of London, 29(March 2016), 16-17. London, UK: http://theoccupiedtimes.org/?p=14236.

(1996). “An odd little book tears apart the `syrupy mythology of Rainbowism’”.  Sunday Independent, Johannesburg.  Review of Dr. Ashwin Desai's Arise Ye Coolies.
(1995). “Review of Setting Out by Ian Tromp and Strange Things by Mzi Mahola.” Imprint. (South Africa)

(1995). “Review of Maqabane by Tatamkhulu Afrika.” New Coin. (South Africa)

(1994). “Curriculum Development and Transformation.” Vista University’s Compilation of Discussion Documents. (Soweto, South Africa)

(1994). “Governance at Soweto.” Vista University’s Compilation of Discussion Documents. (Soweto, South Africa)

(1994). “Deans of Destruction.” Tribute Magazine. (South Africa)


Art - Film/Video Screening

	
	"Reparations...Now", NO COP ZONE, Echo Park Film Center, Yellow Springs, Ohio, Invitation. (October 8, 2015).

Reparations…Now was included in Echo Park Film Center’s online film curatorial project, “Marvelous Movie Mondays.” Reparations…Now was the most shared and celebrated visual work shown during the series. About 10,000 people follow the Echo Park Film Center’s online presence where Reparations…Now was exhibited.


	
	"Reparations...Now", Gramsci Monument Seminar, Dia Art Foundation, Forest Houses Complex, the Bronx, New York City, Invitation. (September 14, 2013). Reparations... Now  can be found on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/73991006 


Fellowships & Grants

2018    UCI Faculty Publication Support Grants Faculty Publication Support Grant (for Afropessimism) 

2013/14 Alexander von Humboldt Awards, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation & German Government. (March 27, 2013 - June 30, 2014). Worked with members of a Black Studies Collective at the University of Bremen and conducted research for what eventually became my third book, Afropessimism.

2011
International Center   for Writing and Translation Faculty Research Grant. UC Irvine

2010
National Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship: Creative Writing

2006
Humanities Center Collaborative Research Project Grant. UC Irvine

2003 & 2004 
Graduate Opportunity Program Dissertation Fellowship. UC Berkeley

1999 - 2002 
Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship. UC Berkeley

1998

Humanities Research Grant. UC Berkeley

1997 - 1999
Graduate Opportunity Program Predoctoral Fellowship. UC Berkeley

1989 - 1991
School of the Arts Fellowship. Columbia University, New York City

1989

Jerome Foundation Artists and Writers Fellowship. New York.

1998

Blue Mountain Artist Colony Residency, Blue Mountain Lake, NY

1991

Yaddo Foundation Artist Colony Residency, Saratoga Springs, New York.

1988     
Ragdale Foundation Artist Colony Residency, Lake Forest, Illinois.
Awards & Recognition

2011
The Black Leadership Advancement Coalition’s Academic Excellence Award. UC Irvine

2010
Inducted into Who's Who in America
2009
Inducted into Contemporary Authors, volume 295
2009
Hurston/Wright Legacy Award [for Incognegro]

2008
The American Book Award/Before Columbus Foundation [for Incognegro]

2008
ForeWord Magazine Book of the Year Award Finalist [for Incognegro]
2003      The Eisner Prize for Creative Achievement of the Highest Order: Literature-Prose [for Incognegro excerpt]

1999

The Crothers Short Story Award [for Incognegro excerpt]

1999

The Judith Stronach Award for Poetry
1998

The Judith Stronach Award for Poetry
1988

Loft-McKnight Award for Best Prose in the State of Minnesota
1988

Maya Angelou Award for Best Fiction Portraying the Black Experience in America
Presentations Given

      Facebook Live from Afropessimism. Event was organized by Liveright/W. W. Norton. Over 260 watched the reading, live, and sent in questions. Within two days over 2,600 had screened the archive version of the event. April 9th, 2020.

       Invited Pubic lecture: Reading, from Afropessimism; and screening of Reparations…Now at San Diego State University. It was done over ZOOM due to COVID-19 crisis. March 25, 2020.
Television appearance: The History Channel’s “UnXplained.” Was interviewed on the escape from slavery of William and Ellen Craft, in 1948. Interviewed filmed on December 12th, 2019. [Note: as of April 21, 2020, it had not aired.]

Guest lecturer: English Department’s Senior Seminar course, South African Literature, taught by Prof. Agata Szczeszak-Brewer. Wabash College, November 5th, 2019.

Invited Colloquium address: Lead plenary session on Afropessimism. Wabash Center, Wabash College. November 5th, 2019.

Panel presentation: “Slavery and Reparations.” Wabash College. November 4th, 2019.

UMass, Amherst. Keynote panelist for symposium titled, “Wake Up: Reflections on Our Past Envisioning our Future.” April 19, 2019.

Workshop on Afropessimism for Yale Comp Lit graduate students. April 5, 2019.

Invited speaker for the annual Baldwin-Dahl Lecture series at Yale University.

“Afropessimism.” April 4, 2019.

The Broad Museum in LA. Co-organized (with Bridget Cooks) the Art & Politics: Soul of a

Nation symposium for the Soul of a Nation exhibition. Spoke on the

“Black Power and Politics” panel with former Black Panther and art history professor Phyllis Jackson. March 23, 2018.
SF State Poetry Center. Invited Public Poetry reading (with David Marriott). February 16,

2019

SF State Black Study Series. Public lecture. Reading from a work-in-progress, Afropessimism

(forthcoming from Liveright/W. W. Norton). February 14, 2019.

“Violence, Freedom Struggles and the Death of Black Desire.” Public lecture at University

of Bremen, Germany. October 22, 2018.
Public Poetry Reading in Hudson, NY at TIME & SPACE LIMITED, Hudson, NY. July

29, 2018.

Weeklong series of poetry and politics workshops given at The Home School in Hudson,

NY. July 29-August 3, 2018

“Punishment Park.” Symposium presentation. 1968: Aesthetics and Anti-aesthetics. NYU’s Berlin, Germany campus. May 25-26, 2018.

“Afropessimism and the Ruse of Analogy.” Folkets Hus community center in Copenhagen. A book launch and public lecture for a translation of my work by Forlaget Nebula press.  The event is organized by Marronage and Forlaget Nebula. Copenhagen, May 23, 2018.
Afropessimism Workshop. For the Danish activist group called Marronage. Copenhagen, May 23, 2018.

"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy." Invited Public Lecture. UC Riverside. (January 31, 2018).
"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy." Northwood High School Amnesty Intl. Club, Northwood High School, Irvine, CA. (three 90-minute lectures to three diff. history classes). (January 12, 2018).

"Afro-Pessimism: Theorizing Anti-Blackness", Academy of Fine Arts Vienna, Vienna, Austria. (Public Lecture). (December 14, 2017).

"Reparations...Now", museum moderner kunst stiftung ludwig wien, Vienna, Austria. (screening of my film and dialogue with the audience). (December 13, 2017).

Afropessimism workshop for Movement for Black Lives Activists in Vienna, Austria. (December 12, 2017).

"Social Death and the Intramural in 12 Years a Slave", Afro-Pessimist Aesthetics: A Roundtable (Panel), School of the Art Institute of Chicago, School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC) &  Northwestern University. (November 10, 2017).

"The FBI and Social Death", Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association, Afro-pessimism and Praxis: A Roundtable on Revolution (Panel), African Studies Association, Chicago, IL. (Paper delivered on a panel). (November 9, 2017).

"Afro-pessimist Workshop with Graduate Students and Interested Faculty", Department of Comparative Studies, co-sponsored by The Reading Group on Afro-Pessimism and Black Radical Thought, Ohio State University. (Workshop for Graduate students & Faculty). (November 2, 2017).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy", Department of Comparative Studies, the Departments of Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Geography, and The Reading Group on Afro-Pessimism and Black Radical Thought., Ohio State University. (Public Lecture). (November 1, 2017).

"Afro-Pessimism & the Structure of Antagonisms", Institute of Contemporary Arts, London, England. (Public Lecture). (August 9, 2017 - September 9, 2017).

The Tate Modern Museum and UK Black activists, The Tate Modern Museum. (Public Lecture & political education workshop). (August 12, 2017).

"Frank B. Wilderson III in dialogue with sorryyoufeeluncomfortable", Institute of Contemporary Arts, London, England. (Film Screening followed by my dialogue with 3 respondents). (August 10, 2017).

"Frantz Fanon in the 21st Century: His Life and Legacy", Frantz Fanon Commemoration, Friends of the San Francisco Public Library, Kopet Auditorium SF Public Library. (moderated discussion between me and Lewis Gordon). (July 23, 2017).

Seminar of Violence (Panel), University of California Humanities Research Institute, UC Berkeley. (Round table of). (June 2, 2017).

"Irreconcilable Anti-Blackness and Police Violence", Pomoma College, Claremont, CA. (April 19, 2017).

"Incognegro: Five Years of Exile and Apartheid", (Panelist). Africa Day 2017, Colonial & Postcolonial Encounters (Panel), UC Irvine Law School, UCI. Peer Reviewed. (Paper delivered on a panel). (April 15, 2017).

"Social Death, Fungibility, and Anti-Blackness", Centre for the Study of Theory and Criticism, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada. (Workshop for the Centre's Graduate students). (March 24, 2017).

"The Black in the Cul-de-Sac: Afro-Pessimism as the Crisis of Critical Theory", Centre for the Study of Theory and Criticism, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada. Peer Reviewed. (Public Lecture). (March 23, 2017).

"In Conversation with Frank Wilderson", New Directions in Black Radical Thought Symposium, UCD Humanities Institute; UCD African/African American Studies, UC Davis. (A symposium promoting critical dialogue on black radicalism across the African Diaspora). (February 17, 2017).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy", Race of the Races: Privilege, Exclusion, and Inequality among People of Color in the Law, UCI Law, APALSA, BLSA, and LLSA, UCI Law School. (Keynote address). (February 10, 2017).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy", PoliSci Dept/York  and the Women & Gender Studies Institute, Univ of Toronto, York University. (Public Lecture). (November 30, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimist  Workshop", PoliSci Dept/York  and the Women & Gender Studies Institute, Univ of Toronto, York University. (November 30, 2016).

"Poetry Reading", Moe's Bookstore, Berkeley, CA. (November 18, 2016).

"Ask Me Anything", Reddit, Internet. (Live stream lecture and Q & A). (November 1, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism workshop", Fisher Center for the Study of Women and Men, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY. (Workshop for the Fellows of the Fisher Center). (October 26, 2016).

"No Place Like Home: Anti-Blackness and the Ruse of Sanctuary", Fisher Center for the Study of Women and Men, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY. (Public Lecture). (October 26, 2016).

"Electoral Politics is Anti-Black", Campus Debate Series: Professor Edition, ASUCI, UCI. (October 17, 2016).

"Colloquium on Afro-Pessimism", The Center for the Humanities, Wesleyan university. (October 11, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy", The Center for the Humanities, Wesleyan university. (October 10, 2016).

"Sojourner Truth Reading Group", Sojourner Truth, Photography, and the Fight Against Slavery, Berkeley Art Museum/Pacific Film Archives, UC Berkeley. (September 17, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism & Critical Theory", “BLACK LIVES MATTER”: Race, Gender, and Resistance in Pan African Cinema from Algiers to Ferguson, Telluride Association Summer Program (TASP), University of Michigan. (A summer program for high school students). (August 2, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism and College Debate", University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. (Skype lecture to 200 high school students at Debate Camp). (July 9, 2016).

"AFRO-PESSIMISM AND THE PERILS OF AFFIRMATION", Institut für postkoloniale und transkulturelle Studien (INPUTS)., University of Bremen, Bremen, Germany. (Public Lecture). (June 8, 2016).

"Workshop on Afro-Pessimism", Institut für postkoloniale und transkulturelle Studien (INPUTS)., University of Bremen, Bremen, Germany. (June 8, 2016).

"Grammar and Ghosts: Afro-Pessimism and the Perils of Performance", INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER »INTERWEAVING PERFORMANCE CULTURES«, The Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany. (Guest Lecture to the Institutes 20 fellows and 10 faculty & grad students from Humboldt University). (June 7, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Ruse of Analogy", Crisis, Risks and New Regionalisms in Europe, Institute of English/American Studies,  at Technische Unviersität Chemnitz in cooperation with the Department of Studies in Language Mediation and Intercultural Communication of the University of Milan, Chemnitz, Germany. (Keynote address). (June 2, 2016).

Oakland Book Festival, THE FBI'S WAR ON CULTURE (Panel), Oakland Book Festival, Oakland City Hall. Oakland, CA. (May 22, 2016).

"Welcoming address", Scandal in Real Time- A National Conference on Black Women, Politics, Oral History, UCI African American Studies Department, UCI. (May 12, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Paradox of Political Engagement`", McGill University/Concordia University/McGill Univ Black Student Network, Montreal, Canada. Peer Reviewed. (Public Lecture). (April 25, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimist and Political Education Workshop", DESTA Community Centre, Montreal, Canada. (April 24, 2016).

"Afro-Pessimism & the Paradox of Affirmation", Annual William W. Cook Lecture, Dartmouth College English Department, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH. Peer Reviewed. (April 21, 2016).

"Workshop on Afro-Pessimism", LEAD Center and African American Studies, UC Berkeley. (Critical Theory Workshop). (April 13, 2016).

"Poetry Reading", The Holloway Series in Poetry, UC Berkeley, English Department, UC Berkeley. Peer Reviewed. (April 13, 2016).

"An Afro-Pessimist take on mass incarceration", Mass Incarceration and Racial Justice: Black and Brown Lives Do Matter, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. (A workshop for faculty, staff, and students). (April 7, 2016).

"Capital or Social Death? The Conflicting Logics of America’s Carceral Dream", Mass Incarceration and Racial Justice: Black and Brown Lives Do Matter, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. Peer Reviewed. (A yearlong speaker's series on mass incarceration). (April 6, 2016).

"Selected poems", Annual Meeting, ACLA Poetry Reading (Panel), American Comparative Literature Association, Harvard University. Peer Reviewed. (March 18, 2016).

"Social Death and Narrative Aporia in 12 Years a Slave", Annual Meeting, American Comparative Literature Association, Harvard University. Peer Reviewed. (Paper delivered on a panel). (March 17, 2016).

"Introduction", Speaker, Sekou Abdullah Odinga, African American Studies Department, UCI. (February 10, 2016).

"Respondent", Annual Meeting, Beyond Non-Racialism: Settler States, Affect, and the Politics of Friendship (Panel), African Studies Association, San Diego, California. Peer Reviewed. (November 20, 2015).

"Black Life as Social Death: A Seminar on Afro-Pessimism", University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC. (Public Lecture). (October 21, 2015).

"Afro-Pessimism and the End of Redemption", Humanities Futures: Translations, Franklin Humanities Institute, Duke University/Durham, NC. Peer Reviewed. (October 20, 2015).

"Punishment Park and the Limits of Gramscian Logic", Gallery 400/Department of Art History, University of Illinois, Chicago campus. (Public Lecture). (October 13, 2015).

"Where Black Activism and Afro-Pessimism Meet", Black Lives Matter, Black Youth Project 100, and Assata’s Daughters, University of Chicago. (A political education workshop for grassroots organizers). (October 11, 2015).

"Untitled", Black August Oakland, Black August Organizing Committee, Qilombo Community Center, Oakland, CA. (Keynote address). (August 21, 2015).

"Political Organizing and Anti-Blackness", Omni Commons Community Center, Ballroom. Oakland, CA. (Public Lecture). (June 1, 2015).

Oakland Book Festival, Question Everything (Panel), Oakland Book Festival, Oakland City Hall. Oakland, CA. (May 31, 2015).

"Untitled", Oakland Book Festival, Radical Cities/Radical Lives (Panel), Oakland Book Festival, Oakland City Hall. Oakland, CA. (Paper delivered on a panel). (May 31, 2015).

"Black Liberation and the Paradox of Political Engagement", English Department, Hunter College, NYC. (Public Lecture). (April 20, 2015).

"Where Black Activism and Afro-Pessimism Meet", Black Lives Matter chapters of NY, NJ, and PA, The Malcolm X & Dr. Betty Shabazz  Memorial and Educational Center. New York City. (A political education workshop for grassroots organizers). (April 19, 2015).

"Antiblackness and American Society", Building A Movement: Against Police Brutality, New Black School/New School for Social Research, New York City. (Keynote address). (April 18, 2015).

"Black Liberation and the Paradox of Political Engagement", East Side Freedom Library, St. Paul, MN. (Public Lecture). (April 12, 2015).

"Violence and Poetry", Annual Meeting, Writers of Color Moving Beyond the Boundaries of Our Communities: A VONA/Voices Writers Panel (Panel), Association of Writers & Writing Programs, Minneapolis, MN. Peer Reviewed. (Paper delivered on a panel). (April 10, 2015).

"Black Liberation and the Paradox of Political Engagement", Black Student Union (BSU), Critical Anti-Colonial Studies, Faces of African Muslims (FAM), and Islamic Third World Coalition, University of California, Davis. (Public Lecture). (March 19, 2015).

"Black Insurgency and The Unconscious", The Cal Debate Team, The African American Studies Department, and the Center for Race and Gender, UC Berkeley. (Public Lecture). (February 23, 2015).

"Why Ferguson? Afro-Pessimism and Grassroots Activism", Qilombo Radical Community Center, Oakland. (Public Lecture). (February 22, 2015).

"An Intimate Conversation with a Revolutionary Scholar: Frank B. Wilderson – Why Oscar Grant, Mike Brown, Trayvon Martin, and Renisha McBride?", Merritt College, Oakland, CA. (Public Lecture & classroom presentation). (February 20, 2015).

"The Black in the Cul-de-Sac: Afro-Pessimism as the Crisis of Critical Theory", INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER: INTERWEAVING PERFORMANCE CULTURES, The Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany. Peer Reviewed. (Public Lecture). (June 17, 2014).

"Social Death and Narrative Aporia in Manderlay and 12 Years a Slave", Recent Paradigms in Film Studies Forum, Vorlesungsreihe des Bremer Instituts für transmediale Textualitätsforschung, University of Bremen, Germany. (Public Lecture). (June 11, 2014).

"The Black in the Cul-de-Sac: Afro-Pessimism as the Crisis of Critical Theory", Institut für postkoloniale und transkulturelle Studien (INPUTS), University of Bremen, Bremen, Germany. (Public Lecture). (May 15, 2014).

Spread the Love: Diversity Beyond Quota, Faculty Panel (Panel), University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. (March 22, 2014).

"Progressive Organizing and Social Death", Spread the Love: Diversity Beyond Quota, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. (Keynote address). (March 21, 2014).

"The Libidinal Economy of the Northwestern Initiative", Irvine Round Robin (Debate) Conference, A consortium of national college debate teams, UCI. (Keynote address). (March 9, 2014).

"Red, White & Black: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms", Invited Workshop for University of Bremen Faculty and Students, Black Studies Colloquium (Panel), Black Studies Working Group of Univ. of Bremen, Bremen, Germany. (Presented the first third of my second book/led discussion). (November 6, 2013).

"Hegemony & the Slave", Antonio Gramsci Monument Seminar/Public Address, Dia Art Foundation, Forest Houses, the Bronx, NYC. (Outdoors public lecture to 150 to 200 people). (September 14, 2013).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Paradox of Political Engagement", The 10th International Conference of the Collegium for African American Research, CAAR, Atlanta, Georgia, Public Library, Main Auditorium. (Keynote Address). (March 15, 2013).

"Feminism and Political Ontology", Invited Workshop for University Student Leaders, Feminism and Political Ontology (Panel), Columbia University, Barnard College, Columbia University, Barnard College. (March 8, 2013).

"‘The Lady with the Whip’: Gendered Violence and Social Death in Manderlay and Django Unchained", Invited Public lecture, Africana studies, Rhode Island College, Providence, RI. (March 7, 2013).

"‘The Lady with the Whip’: Gendered Violence and Social Death in Manderlay and Django Unchained", Invited Public lecture, Sexual Violence Response, Institute for Research in African-American Studies, Institute for Research on Women & Gender, Barnard Center for Research on Women, Office of Multicultural Affairs, Women's Heritage Month, Radical C.U.N.T.S. and the Black Students Organization, Columbia University, Barnard College. (Public Lecture. Esther Armah: respondent). (March 6, 2013).

"The Common and the Slave: Political Community and the Snare of Social Death", Race, Representation and the Common Colloquium, Tribe of Moles and the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. (Plenary presentation). (September 22, 2012).

"In Remembrance of Biko: Black Liberation and the Crisis of Representation", The September National Imbizo Invited Lecture, The September National Imbizo, National Coordination Committee and the University of the Witwatersrand, The University of the Witwatersrand. (September 21, 2012).

Book Launch and Invited Public Lecture, Lobby Books and The September National Imbizo Movement, Cape Town, South Africa. (Presentation of Incognegro: A Memoir of Exile and Apartheid and Public lecture on the current state of affairs in South Africa (i.e., the Marikana Massacre)). (September 15, 2012).

"Race, gender and primitive Accumulation", South African Research Chair in Social Change Unit, University of Johannesburg, Johannesburg, South Africa. (September 12, 2012).

"Afro-Pessimism and the Academy", The Performance of the Un-thought : Blackness and Diaspora Colloquium, John L. Warfield Center for African and African American Studies, University of Texas, Austin. (Keynote Address). (April 20, 2012).

"The Vengeance of Vertigo: Aphasia and Abjection in the Political Trials of Black Insurgents", Abriendo Brecha Activist Scholarship Conference IX, John L. Warfield Center for African and African American, University of Texas, Austin. (Keynote Address). (February 17, 2012).

Professional Articles about Me
Bronx Bomber: Thomas Hirschhorn's 'Gramsci Monument', Appeared In: BlackBook. Reynard Loki. http://www.blackbookmag.com/bronx-bomber-thomas-hirschhorn-s-gramsci-monument-1.64904

Humboldt Fellow from America Joins Scholars of American Studies in Bremen, Appeared In: Home page of the University of Bremen Official Website. Mirja Uschkureit. Article about my research, my arrival in Bremen, and my Humboldt Foundation Fellowship
http://www.uni-bremen.de/en/latest-news/single-view/article/humboldt-fellow-aus-den-usa-forscht-mit-bremer-amerikanisten.html?cHash=a919f76356c967915448afe25abaa20c. (May 7, 2013).

Emphasis Mine: The Italicized Life of Frank Wilderson ’78, Appeared In: Dartmouth Alumni Magazine. JAMES ZUG ’91. http://dartmouthalumnimagazine.com/emphasis-mine-the-italicized-life-of-frank-b-wilderson-iii-%E2%80%9978/. (October 1, 2010).

Review of Incognegro, Appeared In: Callaloo, vol. 32, no. 1, pp. 285-287, 2008. Meta L. Schettler. (January 1, 2009).

South End Publishes Controversial Literary Memoir, Appeared In: Publishers Weekly. http://www.publishersweekly.com/article/CA6594319.html?nid=2286&source=title&rid=. (September 9, 2008).

Professional Service

Elected to a five-year term on the MLA’s executive committee for the forum: Theory and Method Literary and Cultural Theory (2020-2025).

Research Ambassadors program University of Bremen, Research Ambassador, Bremen, Bremen, Germany, Invited. (June 8, 2016 - Present).

Oxford Bibliographies in African American Studies, Editorial Review Board Member, New York, New York, United States, Appointed, International. (May 8, 2015 - Present).

The Black Studies Papers Journal, Editorial Review Board Member, Bremen, Bremen, Germany, Appointed, International, the journal provides a platform by and for scholars to share innovative and vibrant scholarship in the field of Black Studies. While our editors are based in Bremen, our editorial team consists of colleagues at both European and American universities, including the Université Paris-Est, the University of California-Irvine, and the University of Michigan. Our first issue titled Writing Slavery after Beloved, launched in fall 2013, includes various contributions by established scholars. The contributions came out of a symposium of the same title in Nantes in March 2012 (guest editors are Michel Feith, Claudine Raynauld and Sabine Broeck). We plan on both putting forth special issues as well as continuously publishing intriguing scholarly articles on a broad range of topics throughout the year. (July 28, 2013 - 2016).

Review of Promotion File, Reviewer, Invited. (September 1, 2016).

Tufts University, English Department, Reviewer, Boston, MA, United States, Invited. (August 26, 2016).

UCSC, History of Consciousness Department, Reviewer, Santa Cruz, CA, United States, Invited. (October 27, 2015).

SAGE Journals, Reviewer, Appointed, International, Note: Article was sent back for substantive revisions after I read it and prior to two reviewers reading it.

My compensation was two months of free access to SAGE journals and a free SAGE book. (November 5, 2013).

Tufts University, English Department, Reviewer, Boston, MA, USA, Appointed, Greg Thomas was hired by the Tufts University English Department. (April 19, 2013).

Professional Development

Continuing Education Program, "German," Berlitz Institute, Costa Mesa, CA. (May 2, 2016 - June 10, 2016).

Continuing Education Program, "German Language Course," Goethe Institute, Bremen, Bremen. (April 1, 2013 - June 30, 2013).

Conference Attendance, "The Performance of the Un-thought : Blackness and Diaspora Colloquium," University of Texas, Austin/Africana Studies, Austin, TX. (April 20, 2012).

Conference Attendance, "Association of Writers and Writing Programs Annual Conference," AWP, Chicago, IL. (February 29, 2012 - March 3, 2012).

Guild Memberships


Modern Languages Association


American Studies Association


The Authors Guild
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